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AHTCA COMMITTEE MEETING – 20/6/2023 
 

CONDUCTED 
Meeting commenced at 7:30pm (AEST) and closed at 21:30pm (AEST). 

ATTENDEES 
Ron Blake- Queensland Historic Touring Car Association 
Mark Blyfield - Historic Touring Car Association of South Australia 
Martin Dennis - WA Historic Touring Car Club Inc. 
Nic van den Berg - Historic Touring Cars Association of New South Wales 
Jervis Ward - Historic Touring Car Association of Victoria 

APOLOGIES 
Nil.  
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AGENDA 
Matters discussed were as follows and agreement was unanimous unless stated otherwise: 

Opening 

The meeting was conducted via Zoom hook-up and was opened by Mr Jervis Ward, who 
welcomed all Committee present to the Annual General meeting. 

Secretary/Treasurer Report 

The Secretary/Treasurer Report was noted. 

Eligibility 

The Committee noted updates provided in the Secretary’s Report relating to Specification Sheets 
and Reference Sheets, noting that a Specification Sheet for a Chevrolet Belaire has been removed 
from the lsit as it did not compete in the period. 

Component Substitution 

A Component Substitution application relating to the Datsun 1600 5 speed transmission was 
provided to the AHTCA on 24 April 2023 by the Chair of the HPBEC, with a request to: 

distribute this Application and attachments to the various Group N clubs and their 
Committee for their information and comment. Could you please advise the HPBEC of 
replies and comments in the usual manner. Thank you 

The application was circulated to all AHTCA Committee and to the Eligibility Officer Mr Bruce 
Whitford on 24 April 2024. 

The AHTCA has received all comments and has prepared a response to the Chair of HPBEC and MA 
indicating unanimous support for the submission.  The response is to be issued on 21 June 2023. 

EO Forum 

The Committee noted that the next EO forum will be held on 21 June 2023. 

EO/TD checklist 

The Committee noted that a draft EO/TD checklist has been developed by AHTCA with the 
assistance of Mr Dean Bryant and agreed that this checklist could be made available to all 
competitors through the AHTCA website so that they can use it as a guide in preparing their 
vehicle for competition. 

The Committee requested that the Secretary ensure that the following items are put on the 
Agenda for the EO Forum: 

Bonnet latches 

Finalising the precise wording for bonnet latches, suggested wording as follows – At least 
two alternate fastening systems such as bonnet pins must be in place.  The original system 
must be disabled by removing the pin and hook from the bonnet latch mechanism.  All 
remaining bonnet latch equipment cannot be removed. 

Wheels and tyres – protruding from guards 

Wheels and tyres complying with the requirement in the 2023 MOTORSPORT AUSTRALIA 
MANUAL SPECIFICATIONS OF AUTOMOBILES 5th Category – Historic Cars Group A, C, N & U 
– Touring Cars that “The upper part of the tyre, down to the wheel rim flange over the 
wheel hub centre must be within the perimeter of the vehicle when viewed vertically from 
above.” 
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In this regard, an explanation of the picture below given out by HPBEC in the past in 
relation specifically to Mini wheels and tyres should be sought from the HPBEC 

  

Wheels and tyres – pumping guards 

The appropriateness of modifying inner guards by way of, for example, “pumping out the 
inner guards” to enable the fitment of wider tyres, the example given being the use of 8” 
tyres on a 5½”and/or a 6” wheel on a 1964/1965 Ford Mustang. 
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Minimum Weights 

The Committee noted that the AHTCA’s request for an extension to the time limit of 31 May 2023 
was granted on 5 May 2023 by the Chair of the HPBEC – AHTCA now has until 30 June 2023. 
 
Mr Ron Blake has held discussions with Mr Bruce Richards of HPBEC and has finalised the 
recommended methodology using kerb weights to derive minimum racing weights for each Group 
N vehicle.  The Secretary of the AHTCA is to provide the AHTCA’s recommendations to Motorsport 
Australia, the Historic Commission and the HPBEC on 21 June 2023. 
 
Control Tyres 

Focus on this matter is to be applied once the weights issue has been completed. 

Motorsport Australia 

The Committee noted that a letter providing the CEO of Motorsport Australia with a status report 
of progress on matters brought to his attention in the AHTCA Chair’s letter of 23 January 2033 and 
his response of 6 February 2023 was sent on 19 April 2023. 

 

General Business 

5 Year plan 

The Committee agreed that in coming months, AHTCA Committee turn our attention to: 

o Developing a five-year plan for the AHTCA’s activities with and for Historic Touring 
Cars, that plan including maters such as: 

o as vehicles age and original parts become harder to source, proactive attention to 
developing a list of suitable substitute components through our own research, so 
as to be ready for a Component Substitution application to the HPBEC; 

o as costs for components, vehicle preparation and event entry fees increase, 
researching and developing alternative solutions to attracting sponsorship for our 
category, including, but not restricted to markings on motor vehicles. 

HTCAV Presidency 

The Committee noted advice from Mr Jervis Ward that Mr Chris Stern has advised HTCAV that he 
will not contest the Presidency of HTCAV beyond the 2023 year.  Mr Ward will advise the outcome 
of elections to be held at the 2023 AGM for HTCAV positions at the next meeting of AHTCA. 
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Action Items – outstanding 
ACTION PERSON DUE DATE  STATUS 
Finalise AHTCA website funding 
 Establishment 
 Annual running costs 

All 18 October 2022 
 

  
 
Finalise possible sponsor 15 
February 2023. 
Alternative plan is to seek 
$600 per annum funding 
each from HTCAV and 
HTCANSW to launch website 
ASAP. 
Website went live on 3 March 
2023. 
HTCA NSW has paid the $600 
for 2023.  HTCAV has paid 
$600 for 2023 on 6 April 
2023. 
Sponsor still being pursued 

Encourage Tasmania to join AHTCA All On-going  Being actioned by HTCAV 
 

Write to Chair HPBEC re provision of 
indicative weights 

Jervis Ward/Nic van den Berg 1 March 2023  Draft completed 16 February 
2023. 
Awaiting response 
Commitment from HPBEC 
Chair to complete by June 
2023 
HPBEC delivered list on 17 
April 2023. 
Note issued to all via 
Newsletter (eDM14) on 19 
April 2023 
Extension to AHTCA to deliver 
final list on 30 June 2023 
agreed by Chair HPBEC on 5 
May 2023 
Meeting held with MA and 
Committees on 1 June 2023.  
Scenario spreadsheet 
developed and being 
discussed 
Meeting held with HPBEC rep 
on 16 June 203. 
Response issued to MA et al 
on 21 June 2023 

Write to CEO Motorsport Aus re 
assistance AHTCA can provide to EO 
forum  

Jervis Ward/Nic van den Berg 1 March 2023  Draft completed 16 February 
2023. 
Letter sent 16 February 2023. 
Papers developed and sent to 
Frank Adamson 13 March 
2023.  Now await his 
approval and setting of the 
date of the meeting. 
EO Forum conducted on 12 
April 2023.   
Next EO forum meeting is 18 
May 2023. 
Next forum meeting is to be 
advised 
Reminder list sent to MA on 6 
April 2023. 
Status report sent to Arocca 
on 19 April 2023 

Tyre discussion – develop one-page 
survey for Committee about concept of 
control tyres 

Nic van den Berg 1 March 2023  Draft completed 16 February 
2023. 
Topic included in eDM 13 
about new website. 
Concept to be further 
discussed by AHTCA 
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ACTION PERSON DUE DATE  STATUS 
Develop topics for eDM 15 
 

All 31 April 2023   

Component substitution – Datsun 1600 All 31 May 2023  Chair of HPBEC circulated 
application on 24 April 2023. 
Circulated to AHTCA reps on 
24 April 2023. 
Responses to be collated and 
discussed by AHTCA. 
Response to be sent to Chair, 
HPBEC 
Response sent to MA, HPBEC 
on 21 June 2023 

Prepare submission about shift lights Nic van den Berg 30 June 2023  To be drafted and circulated 
to AHTCA 
 

List items for EO Forum: 
• Wheels and tyres protruding 

from guard 
• Modifying inner guards to fit 

wider tyres 

Nic van den Berg 22 June 2023   

 

  



 230516 - Minutes - Committee meeting.docx Page 7 

Action Items - Completed 
ACTION PERSON DUE DATE  STATUS 
Advise HEC that Alfa Giulia Super Ti Spec 
sheet is supported 

Nic van den Berg 26/5/2022  Completed 25/5/2022. 
See Attachment B 

Write to invitation to Associate Club 
• To join General meetings starting 

19/7/2022 
• Invoicing for $75 

Jervis Ward/Nic van den Berg 3 June 2022  Completed 9 June 2022. 
See topic “Associate club” in 
this report 

Develop and issue Electronic Direct Mail 
newsletter: 
• Committee Committee 
• Vehicle signage 
• Specification sheet updates 
• MA Manual updates 
• Bonnet catches 

Jervis Ward/Nic van den Berg 3 June 2022  Completed 17 June 2022. 
See Attachment C. 
See also topic “Electronic 
Direct Mail” in this report 

Issue draft revised Association rules with 
Committee before lodging with 
Consumer Affairs Victoria 

Jervis Ward/Nic van den Berg 3 June 2022  Posted on AHTCA website. 
To be lodged with Consumer 
Affairs Victoria. 
Completed 25/5/2022 

Obtain access to AHTCA bank account Nic van den Berg Before 19 July 2022  Completed 25/5/2022 
 

Develop and issue Electronic Direct Mail 
newsletter (Ed10): 
123 Distributor 
Fuel cut-off switches 
Oil lights Hobbs switch etc 
Minimum weights 
Safety Alert 

Jervis Ward/Nic van den Berg 3 August 2022  Completed 3/8/2022 

Component Substitution – Holden EH – 
Disc Brakes 

All 20 Sept 2022  To be finalised at meeting of 
20 September 2022 
HPBEC responded on 6/10/22 

Component substitution – Chevrolet – 
Chevy Nova (Nb) 

All 15 Nov 2022  Circulated 3 October 2022. 
Written responses to be 
lodged before 15/11/22. 
Response sent to Chair of 
HPBEC on 2 November 2022. 
HPBEC responded on 19 
November 2022. 

AHTCA Constitution Nic van den Berg 31 December 2022  Draft revised Constitution 
and lodge with Consumer 
Affairs Vic 
Lodged 24 November 2022 

Develop and issue Electronic Direct Mail 
newsletter (Ed11): 
 What and who AHTCA is and does  
 Tips on new brakes 

pads/contamination 
 Battery markings 
 Tyre buffing 
 Tyre suppliers 
 Radios – Course to car 
 Data loggers 
 Component substitution 
 Outcome – Holden – EH Front disc 

brakes 
 Under consideration – Chevrolet – 

Chevy Nova (Nb) – Front Disc 
Brakes 

Jervis Ward/Nic van den Berg 30 October 2022  Issued 25 November 2022 
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ACTION PERSON DUE DATE  STATUS 
Tyre discussion to continue at next 
meeting 

All 19/7/2022 
19/11/2022 
Ongoing 

 Ongoing 
Tyre suppliers provided by 
Ciccotelli, Ward. 
Ward provided info from two 
suppliers and is waiting on 
one other. 
Secretary to chase other 
State suppliers. 
Information obtained from 
Bill McKenna on 25 October 
2022 and discussed by AHTCA 
on 14 November 2022. 

Finalise eDM 12 – to be dedicated to the 
new AHTCA website 

Jervis Ward/Nic van den Ber 1 February 2022  eDM (Ed12) issued on 2 
February 2023. 
Dedicated to weights. 

Chase up MA on Control tower to car 
radios appearing in 5th Category 
Equipment Chart 

Nic van den Berg 1 February 2022  Email to Col Haste on 22 
September 2022. 
Reminder issued to Col Haste 
on 6 January 2022 
Historic Equipment Chart 
updated on 2 February 2023 

Chase up MA on MA Manual and 
Technical Appendices updates 

Nic van den Berg 1 February 2022  All updates completed on 3 
February 2023 

Finalise Discussion Paper 1 – MA 
administration 
 

All 1 February 2022  Letter sent to CEO MA on 25 
January 2023. 
Interim response received on 
30 January 2023 
Full response received on 6 
February 2023. 

Respond to HPBEC re AHTCA 
involvement and assistance requested re 
minimum weights 

Jervis Ward/Nic van den Berg 22 July 2022  All Committee invited to 
comment on 26/7/2022 and 
3/8/2022. 
Responses collated and 
report discussed at AHTCA 
meeting of 23/8/2022. 
Response issued to HPBEC on 
25 August 2022. 
eDM issued 3/9/2022 
Further response sent to 
HPBEC on 21 September 
2022.  Awaiting response 
from HPBEC. 
Draft one-pager sent to Chair 
of HPBEC on 3 November 
2022. 
Revised one pager at 
Attachment E provided by 
David Twigg on 11 January 
2023 and circulated on same 
date to AHTCA. 
eDM (Ed12) issued on 2 
February 2023 

QLD representation on AHTCA Jervis Ward/Nic van den Berg 30 November 2022  Issue note to all QLD based 
Group N competitors and 
determine which Club is to 
represent QLD on AHTCA and 
collate results 
Note issued on 14 November 
2022. 
Special meeting to be held on 
22 November 2022 to 
determine outcome 
Special meeting held on 1 
December 2022 to determine 
outcome 

National Calendar All 31 December 2022  Obtain dates and publish on 
new AHTCA website 
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ACTION PERSON DUE DATE  STATUS 
Respond to Battersby email of 18 
December 2022 

Jervis Ward 18 December 2022  Completed – see Attachment 
D of 17 January 2023 report 

Develop and issue Electronic Direct Mail 
newsletter (Ed13) dedicated to the new 
AHTCA website 

Jervis Ward/Nic van den Berg 1 February 2023 
1 March 2023 

 Flier developed and issued on 
3 March 2023. 
Handed out at Philip Island 
on 12-13 March 2023. 
eDM drafted on 14 March 
2023 

Lodge annual return to Consumer Affairs 
(Vic) 

Jervis Ward 1 March 2023  Lodged on 9 May 2023 

 



SECRETARY/TREASURER REPORT 
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SECRETARY/TREASURER REPORT 
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SECRETARY/TREASURER REPORT 
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SECRETARY/TREASURER REPORT 
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SECRETARY/TREASURER REPORT 
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SECRETARY/TREASURER REPORT 
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SECRETARY/TREASURER REPORT 
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SECRETARY/TREASURER REPORT 
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SECRETARY/TREASURER REPORT 
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SECRETARY/TREASURER REPORT 
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MINIMUM WEIGHTS – LETTER OF 23 MAY 2023 TO MA, HMC AND HPBEC 
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MINIMUM WEIGHTS – LETTER OF 23 MAY 2023 TO MA, HMC AND HPBEC 
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